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BERETTA TO SUPPLY NEW COMBAT SYSTEM FOR THE AUSTRALIAN DEFENCE FORCE  

 

MELBOURNE, Victoria, 16 December 2022 – In a landmark event, Managing Director of Beretta 
Australia, Luca Scribani Rossi, has officially signed an agreement with NIOA to supply the Australian 
Defence Force with a new military capability from Benelli Defense. 
 
Beretta Australia has been awarded a contract by NIOA to supply the Benelli M3A1 Combat Shotgun 
as part of a series of new weapons systems selected in the first tranche of the Lethality System Project 
(LAND 159 Tranche 1).   
 
The Benelli M3A1 will provide the Australian Defence Force with a solid and versatile platform that 
can be used in various roles. The dual-mode allows the shotgun to convert seamlessly between pump 
and semi-auto operation and is equipped with Benelli’s patented inertia-driven action system. “The 
selective fire system of the Benelli M3A1 will provide ADF Warfighters with the broadest flexibility 
across different mission profiles to employ a spectrum of lethal and non-lethal effects using a variety 
of munitions, from breaching, less lethal and kinetic options” 
 
The Lethality System Project (LAND 159) will equip the ADF with next-generation weapon systems, 
surveillance and target acquisitions ancillaries, ammunitions, facilities and training and support 
systems. The Lethality System will ensure ADF ground combatants maintain an advantage over 
potential adversaries beyond 2030 and will be delivered in three Tranches. Tranche 1 includes the 
Combat Shotgun System, as part of the Close Combat System (comprising fighting knives, pistols, 
shotguns and the assault breaching system) and the Sniper System.  

Dr Mauro Della Costanza, Head of Sales Benelli Armi S.p.A. Defense Division, said, “end users are 
looking for combat-proven products, premium quality, reliability and high manufacturing capabilities 
for state-of-the-art shotguns, and in this category, Benelli comes first.”  
 
In addition to supplying the Australian Defence Force, Benelli has also secured essential Tenders at 
NATO and Aligned countries in the last few years, including –  
 

• NATO NSPA for Portuguese Army in 2010 

• Italian Armed Forces CSSS-Consortium for Safe Soldier System in 2021 

• French MOD & Armed Forces in 2022 
 
Beretta Australia will work in partnership with Benelli Defense. 
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About Beretta Australia - Defence Division 
Beretta Australia – Defence Division is a leading supplier of firearms and related products, servicing Military and 
Law Enforcement agencies with the best solutions for their operational needs. Industry experience and technical 
knowledge are combined to provide a single source contact, to understand and supply the operational needs of 
Defence and Law Enforcement. 
 
 
About Beretta Defense Technologies 
Beretta Defense Technologies is the strategic alliance of four Beretta Holding companies – Beretta, Benelli, Sako 
and Steiner – that supply services and products to Military and Law Enforcement operators around the world. 
These companies are globally renowned for decades of expertise and leadership in their respective fields, state 
of the art machinery and extensive R&D capabilities. Together they offer one of the most complete offerings in 
the industry: including various services, firearms, ammunition, optics and electro-optics as well as tactical 
clothing. 
 
 
About Beretta Australia  

With leading brands including Beretta, Sako, Tikka, Steiner, Burris, Franchi, Sellier & Bellot and Lokaway, Beretta 
Australia is one of Australia’s largest distributors of firearms and sporting products. Our range is defined by one 
simple rule – best in class. We proudly distribute our range of firearms, optics, accessories and apparel from 
leading international brands to our carefully selected Australian dealer network. Representing such great brands 
that we love and use ourselves, makes it easy as we know you will love them too. You will also find products 
exclusive to the Australian market as we work with our suppliers to tailor products to suit the unique 
requirements of Australian shooters. For more information please visit www.berettaaustralia.com.au.  
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